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‘INTRODUCTION : 


A journey through East Sussex following the A259 and A27 (by way of 


Polegate and Arundel) into West Sussex to visit places as Chichester, 
Goodwood,Singleton, etc., lor in order to travel beyond) provides the 


opportunity to touch upon Bexhill's "further afield" connections and 
Ppp ae een So furener arieida’™ connections and 
to highlight contributions made by some of the town and county's great 


and prominent figures, over past centuries, to the country's history and 
national heritage. For many,perhaps,it will provide the means and the 
opportunity to recall past memories dimmed by the passage of time. 
For others,perhaps of fewer years and/or retired more recently to Bexhill, 
the Rother District from other parts,this commentary in part or whole 
may hopefully provide some varied and interesting information hitherto 
unknown but to which,having national interest, one can relate. 

foal ates Sete AUG Bales SER eA shoe Re Se ce Sa Pe FRB Bao 
At Polegate,we turn off the A259 onto the A22 -and travel a half- mile or 
so,in the direction of Willingdon and Eastbourne,to turn onto the A27 


(for Brighton etc.) 


WILLINGODON 

The village of Willingdon,nestling at the foot of the South Downs, is 
located some 2 miles from Polegate, on either side of the A22, and some 

3 miles from Eastbourne. It is well worth a visit on a day when time and 
itinerary permits. One should proceed along the A 22 to the top of the 
hill and take the Church Street turnoff to the right.Here - two hundred 
yards or so on theright,we have the Church of St.Mary the Virgin - which 


alone makes a diversion and visit worthwhile. 
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Freeman Freeman Thomas was born here at Ratton Manor on the 12th Sept .1866, 
The Manor exists no more - burnt down more than once. It has been 
reported that on one occasion this took place when Mr.Freeman Thomas was 
visiting (courting Marie Adelaide ?) the Brasseys at Catsfield - a few 


'ruins' remain. 


Freeman Freeman Thomas was a competent cricketer - he made his debut 


for Sussex County in 1886 - appeared (innings) on 37 occasions - his 


highest score for the County was 73 runs. President of the Club in 1911. 


He married the Hon.Marie Adelaide Brassey (youngest daughter of 

Lord Brassey) in 1892 . Lord Brassey,as Thomas Brassey, had been M.P, 
for Hastings from 1868 - 1885& Held important Admiralty posts; (Lib.) 
he was the eldest son of the world famous railway builder; knighted in 
1881 - cr.Baron 1886; cr. Earl 1911. Mayor of Bexhill 1907/8. 


Freeman Thomas & Hon,Marie Adelaide had two sons : Gerard & Inigo - 
the former was killed in the lst World War. 


Freeman Thomas accompanied his father-in-law to Australia and acted as 

his ADC for the period of Lord Brassey's Governorship of Victoria. | 
On his return he became Liberal M.P, for Hastings (1900-1906). 

Created 1910 lst Baron Willingdon of Ratton - great friend of George V. 
1913 - 1919 Governor of Bombay . 1919 - 1924 Governor of Madras 

1931 - 1936 Viceroy of India (cr.1931 Earl cr.1936 Marquis & Lord 


Warden of Cinque Ports). 


A visit to the Church of St.Mary the Virgin is indeed worthwhile to 
see the Ratton Chapel with its Memorial to and details of career of 
the lst Marquess - Freeman Freeman Thomas was a Churchwarden here, 
On the opposite side to the Ratton Chapel) we see a War Memorial which 
among others rb See pists) his son Gerard. 

At the top of the impressive staircase of Eastbourne's Town Hall, one 
can see a plaster cast for a statue of Lord Willingdon in his Viceregal 
robes - this was the cast for the statue which once stood before the 


Viceroy's Palace in New Delhi. 


And so,the youngest daughter of Lord Brassey ended up as Vicereine of 
India with a road bearing the family name of Brassey not only in 
Bexhill and Hampden Park (adjacent to the station) but also in New 
Delhi which might also be attributed to her grandfather who built some 
of the all-important railways of India. Her grandfather died at the 
Royal Victoria Hotel in St.Leonards-on-Sea on the 8th December , 1870, 
and is buried in the cemetery immediately adjacent to the Church of 
St. Laurence (as son and grandson ,both Earls,in the cemetery opposite) 
A Willingdon Avenue exists in Bexhill - more remarkably a Willingdon 
Crescent (one of the few remaining such recognitions of Raj Rule) 


still remains to this day in New Delhi - running to the rear of the 


the now Presidential Palace. 


Lord Willingdon was the first full term incumbent of Sir Edwin Lutyen's 
Viceroy's Palace with its impressive 14 mile ceremonial Rajpath which 
was planned consequent to King George V's Coronation Delhi Durbar 
announcement that the British Rule capital was to be transferred from 
Calcutta and a fitting New Delhi capital created comparable to that of 
any 'imperial' power that had gone hefore (with that of the Moghuls 
particularly in mind). The architects for the new capital were Sir Edwin 
Lutyens and Sir Herbert Baker. Mention is made of this here since the 
then developing new architect of the time,Edwin Lutyens,was responsible 
for the interior planning and design of the Hoo , located 
opposite the Church of St.Mary the Virgin at Willingdon,after the 
original building was purchased by Alexander Wedderburn,with his great 
cooperator Miss Gertrude Jekyll undertaking with her usual great skill 
the design and layout of the garden with its attractive gazebos and 
terracing. The Hoo was purchased by a development company in the mid-60s 


and the house converted into a number of flats. 


Before leaving Willingdon as our 'subject of interest', in view of the 
cricketing elements of this commentary, I feel it would be remiss not 

to mention an important "linking" personality who appears in the figure 
of the great Joe Vine. Cricket has always played an important part in 
the life of the village - the Vine families lived here more than 200 yrs 
and greatly contributed to the cricketing reputation and achievements of 
the village and County team. Joe Vine was one of four cricketing sons 

of William Vine (the local butcher established in Willingdon Village 
since 1790 - transferred to present position onthe corner of Wish Hill 
and Butts Lane in 1910 and sold to Harry Ingram in 1945. 


Joe Vine made his debut for Sussex County Cricket Club in 1896 - ten 


years later than Freeman Freeman-Thomas. He played the fantastic number 
of 879 innings for Sussex - scoring in that period 24,130 runs. More 
about the famous Joe Vine later. At this point- suffice to mention 
something of possible particular interest to Bexhillians. Joe Vine for 
a_period coached the three teams 'run' by the Maharajah of Cooch Behar 
in India (two of which was were located in Calcutta and the third in 


Darjeeling). 


As:the gid: Travelogue "The March of Time"> used to-say*"And so we leave 
Willingdon with its several Bexhill and East Sussex Connections". 

We take the A 27 turnoff in the direction of Brighton/Arundel just 

a half mile or so south of Polegate on the A22. The next place calling 
for commentary is some 8 miles or so along the A27 lying slightly back 
to the left of the main road. 


FIRLE PLACE 


Here, just a half mile or so to the right,we find the beautifully 
located stately home of Firle Place with outlook to the South Downs 
Schome-of-the-Gage family for some 500 years. 

The Gages claim descendancy from the Norman Baron de Guage who gave 
support to William the Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. 

The Gage family being of the Roman Catholic persuasion found themselves 
in difficulties on the matter of Henry VIII's determination to divorce 
Catherine of Aragon. The Act of Settlement of 1701 ended religious 
differences and persecutions - and the Gages in consequence prospered. 
Sir William Gage inherited Firle in 1713 and immediately set about 
alterations to the original Tudor building. He was succeeded by his 
cousin,Thomas,who continued the work - and who was created lst Viscount 
The building and/or grounds are well worth visiting(as I feel sure will 
be born out by those that have done so).Open afternoons I believe 

three or four times a week from May to the end of September - on a fine 
day a buffet lunch on the terrace with outlook to the Downs is quite an 


outing (always adviseable to book). 


Firle is very much a family home - it admirably presents celebrated 

8 very EAL USE? he ST A Se 
collections of European and English Old Master paintings in a very 
much family setting. 


j2aSov— 
As we travel west through the county,we find increasing caus€ to follow 
a 


up Sussex cricketing:connections at local._village,national and world- 
wide levels to ascertain and assess the effect of the game as it 
developed on relationships and the "history" of the county ane nation 
- in a strange way one can find that both to a greater or lesser 
degree are related. 


An attractive feature of Firle Place is its famous cricket pitch- 


beautifully located within the grounds of the stately home and against 
the backdrop of the South Downs. Sir William Gage was a great 'promoter' 


of interest and the development of the game in the early 18th century - 
and ¢redited by many as being "the father of county cricket". 


References to a 'bat and ball' folk game specifically named Cricket can 
be found in Tudor times (1550 reference made to it being played by the 
boys of the Royal Grammar School at Guildfordand a 1622 reference to 

it being played in Sussex in the Churchyard at Boxgrove in contravention 
of the 7th Article defining the Lord's Day Observance Law). 


In the late 17th and early 18th century,we find the game becoming an 
increasingly organised sport taken up,promoted and sponsored by the 
aristocracy - initial interest confined to the south east counties - 
by the Duke of Richmond and Sir William Gage in Sussex;=the famous. 
participating:Sackvilles as the Earl of Middlesex and Lord John 
Sackville (sons of the lst Duke of Dorset - names familiar to Bexhill) 
and possibly the best known aristocratic cricketer of the day,John 
Frederick Sackville,3rd Duke of Dorset in Kent whose daughter Mary 
married Lord Amherst (one-time Governor-General of India 1823-1828) 
and daughter Elizabeth who married the 5th Earl De La Warr in 1813. 
This: established the Sackville- West "union". As Mary pre-deceased 
her sister, both the Bexhill_and_ Buckhurst _estates passed to the 


De La Warr Sackvilles 


The first record of a peer’s active involvementdates to 1725 when the 


2nd Duke of Richmond challenged Sir William Gage of Firle to a match 
at Goodwood.. No record exists of the result. But announcements exist 


of the two teams playing at different venues in succeeding years. 


GLYN DE Pi L: AvClE 
A little more than a mile beyond the Firle Place turn-off,we have a 
turn-off to the right leading to the manor house of Glynde Place and 


Glynebourne beyond. Glyne Place has been in the ownership of one family 
for more than 800 years. As an inheritance,it has not always passed from 


father to son and so,since the 12th century,four family names have 
eS 


been involved - the Waleys,the Morleys,the Trevors and the Brands. 
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GLYNODE PLACE (cont.) 1 mile beyond Firle Place a turn-off 
to the right leads to Glynde Place (1 mile) 


The Waleys lived at Glynde before the manor house was built. Two members 
of the family were knighted - one for service at the Battle of Agincourt 


in 1415. Glynde was bequeathed to a daughter who married Nicholas Morley. 


Glynde Place was built by the Morleys in 1579. On the death of the only 
son of Colonel Herbert Morley (1616 -1667) who had married Mary Trevor, 
the estate passed to the Trevor family. The Trevors gained wealth and 
secured knighthoods during the reigns of Elizabeth I and James I. 

A peerage was secured in 1712 during the reign of Queen Anne and Robert 
Trevor, 4th Lord Trevor,was promoted lst Viscount Hampden in 1776. 

It was during the later half of the 18th century that substantial 
alterations were made to the house. On the death of the 2nd Viscount 

in 1824,the estate passed to a cousin Henry Otway Brand and the title 
became extinct. Henry Otway Brand was the 21st Baron Dacre - one of the 
oldest baronies in the English peerage (dating to 1321). 


Henry Bouverie William Brand inherited the Glynde estate on the death 

of his father,the 21st Lord Dacre,in 1853. Henry Bouverie William Brand 
(1814-1892) had a distinguished political career ending finally as 
Speaker of the House of Commons (1872-1824). On retirement,he was created 
lst Viscount Hampden (a new creation) - he succeeded to the barony 


becoming 23rd Baron Dacre on the death of his elder brother in 1890. 


Freeman Freeman Thomas (already mentioned) was the son of Frederick 
Freeman Thomas who had married,on the 18th June,1863, Mabel the third 
daughter (of 4) of Henry Bouverie William Brand,23rd Baron Dacre and 

lst Viscount Hampden (of the new creation of 1884).And so we have a 
Bexhill/Willingdon/Catsfield/Glynde Place connection - as Mabel,daughter 
of the ist Viscount Hampden (cr.1884) of Glynde Place was the mother-in- 
law of Marie Adelaide Brassey / Freeman Thomas - Lady Willingdon and 
Vicereine of India. 


We bypass Brighton taking the A27 (T) road through to Arundel for 
Goodwood and Singleton but obviously as Hove is the home-ground of the 
Sussex County Cricket Club,cricketing connections are many and various 
and perhaps it might be of interest for reasons already mentioned if 


such connections are referred to as our journey proceeds. 


We mentioned that in the early 18th century the aristocracy (especially 
certain named members familiar to us) began to take active interest in 
the game of cricket. For what reason,we may ask. Four main reasons are 
put forwardby Christopher Brookes who was awarded a doctorate for his 
thesis "Cricket as a Vocation" 

1. It provided contact with estate workers and dwellers by local 
magnates/aristocracy and established authority. 

2. It provided the opportunity of renewing old friendships and making 
new ones - and provided the opportunity for gossip,news of scandals 
and the means of "keeping up to date" with events/goings on. 

3. Provided the opportunity to peers to act out personal rivalries 
without the risk involvement attached to duelling . The situation 
soon developed where aristocrats engaged 'professional' players 
as domestic staff. 

4. It provided a source of entertainment and exercise for people with 
money and leisure time to fill - people who were completely devoid 
of feeling self-conscious and quite indifferent to the presence of 
large,unruly crowds - the urbanity of the 3rd Duke Of Dorset in 
handling situations was well known. 

Not forgetting the great tendency and attraction of betting and laying 
wagers - not just by the participating aristocracy but also the 'man 


in the street ", Problems arose by the non-existence of any set rules. 


There was no record of any agreed rules until 1727 when these were 
proposed and first agreed for the home and away matches between the 
Duke of Richmond's XII and Mr.A. Broderick's XII (later to become Lord 
Middleton) of Pepperharrow ,Godalming. These rules were signed and 


agreed by the two participating promoters (the 2nd Duke & Mr.Broderick). 


Bets sometimes (by present day views) were quite phenomenal and sometimes 
appeared ridiculous - so much so there were "Rigged matches" and the 


temptation to "bribery and corruption"of professionals to rig results. 


In August 1735,two of the first recorded County matches between Sussex 
and Kent took place - the first apparently at Lewes (letter dated Lewes) 


and the return at Sevenoaks (presumably the Duke of Dorset's ground). 


Sunday,July 10,1977 saw the 250th Anniversary Match in dress and 1727 
Laws applying betweenThe Duke of Richmond's XII and the Gentlemen of 


Pepperharrow at the Goodwood Cricket Ground. Quite an event!!! 
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GoopdDWwooOoD & 2ND DUKE OF RICHMOND 


my 
As we,pass Goodwood House & the famous cricket ground or close to it 


perhaps a few words about the Lennox family might not be out of Place. 


In 1675,Charles II conferred on his natural son,Charles Lennox DAY: 
Louise de Keroualle,Duchess of Portsmouth,the titles of Duke of Richmond, 
Earl of March and Baron Settrington. It may be of interest to note that 
all Dukes of Richmond since that time have carried the name Charles. 

The 1st Duke bought Goodwood in 1697 for use as a Hunting Lodge being 

a member of the then existing famous Chariton Hunt (the village of 
Charlton being close to both Goodwood and Singleton). 


Perhaps,it may be .of interest to mention Louise Renee de Penancoet de 
Keroualle,at the age of 19,was Maid of Honour to Henrietta Duchess of 
Orleans - sister of Charles II - and accompanied Henrietta on a visit 
to England at the age of 21. On the death of Henrietta,shortly after 
this visit, Charles II ordered Louise to return to England where she 
then became Maid of Honour to His Queen,Catherine of Braganza. She 
became the mistress of Charles II - displacing Lady Castlemaine.Nell 
Gwynne,formerly it is said mistress of Charles Sackville - the 3rd Earl 
of Dorset - continued to be favoured. The 6th Earl apparently was a great 
companion of Charles II and on the death of his maternal uncle was 
granted the Middlesex titles which included that of Earl of Middlesex. 
It was said that these honours were not so much for services to the 


State but for giving up his mistress Nell Gwynne. 


In 1672,two years after her appointment to the Queen,Louise de Keroualle 


gave birth to a son. 


fhe 2nd Duke,grandson of Charles II,was born at Goodwood on the 18th May, 
er ee eee Wee Orn du GOOCWOOC, ON tne. oth. Ma 


1701 - son of the 1st Duke and Anne,daughter of Francis,lord Brudenell. 


In 1719 at the age of 18 years,Charles Lennox (then Earl of March) 


jan, Sarah 


father and the Earl Cadc 
at the time was 13 years o: 
by all as being one of the most beautiful women of her day and the 

marriage a happy one of 21 years - she became the mother of the 2nd 


daughter of the Earl Cadogan who 


je. She turned out to be and was accepted 


Duke's twelve children. 


GOODWOOD (cont.) 


1731 saw the last recorded mention of the 2nd Duke of Richmond's own 
Oe eee URE Of Ate OMONG Sow] 


Goodwood team. It has always been understood,in view of the great 
successes of the Slindon village cricket team,the 2nd Duke transferred 


his allegiance and patronage to this vibrant club which was located 
only 3 miles from Goodwood. In 1742,there is mention that the team was 
only beaten twice in 44 matches - London enthusiasts followed it and 
recognised it to be the best team of the day. However,about 1750 we 
begin to see the decline of Slindon and the rise of nearby Hambledon 


- the nearby Hampshire Club long considered as "the ctadle of cricket". 


It was the 3rd Duke who was responsible for the construction of the 
fine building of Goodwood House as seen today - the work of Sir William 
Chambers commenced about 1760 and finished towards the end of the 


century by James Wyatt. 


CHARIEITON 


The 2nd Duke was an enthusiastic hunter - he built a Hunting Box at 
Charlton closeby to both Goodwood and Singleton. The Mastership of the 
eee ig eeton. pie Bastership of the 


Charlton Hunt (as famous as that at Melton of which the Dowager Maharani 


Indira of Cooch Behar was a member in the early 20th century) was taken 
over by the 2nd Duke and Lord De La Warr onthe occasion of the 2nd 
marriage of the 3rd Duke of Bolton. The name changed to the Goodwood 
Hunt when the kennels were moved to Goodwood. The Hunt survived until 
the pack of hounds os wiped out by rabies in the early 19th century. 
The Memorial to Thomas Johnson in Singleton Church is worthy of note - 
Johnson was the most celebrated huntsman of his day first in the employ 
of the Duke of Bolton - then the 2nd Duke. The scene each morning at 


Charlton was impressive - 100 horses being led outfor exercise each with 


a groom in livery of blue with gold and wearing tassled caps. 


The 2nd Duke died at Godalming - his customary stopover point when 


returning from London - on the 8th August,1750 at the age of of 49.His wife 


Sarah Dowager Duchess of Richmond died the following yeall-a5 45 years. 


It should be mentioned that the Hanoverian Royals took and became adept 


at the game - particularly Frederick Prince of Wales who is said to have 
Pech ee Be aac OG SEE ACRE Ce Oo RECESSES nS Cer oa EE: ALCOA NAS 


died in 1751 from a blow on the side from a cricket ball which caused an 


internal abscess. As well as the Prince of Wales - the Prince Regent who 


became George IV who frequently played at Brighthelmstone (Brighton) on 
became George IV frequently played at Brighthelmsto! g 
the ground that he founded and bore his name. 
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Time to remember the purpose of the exercise and recall some Bexhill 
"further afield" connections .We have already touched on Lord Brassey's 
term as Governor of Victoria. In this connection,the following news 
item appeared in the Bexhill Chronicle's issue of the 8th March,1895: 


"The members leaving July of Lord Brassey's staff who have been selected 
to accompany his Lordship to South Australia when he takes up his duties 
as Governor are: the Earl of Shaftesbury,Lord Settrington, Mr.Freeman 
Freeman Thomas and Lord Richard Nevill. Lord Settrington is the son of 
the Earl of March and his wife accompanies him as a niece of Lord 
Brasey. The Hon.Mrs.Freeman Thomas who also goes out with her husband 

is Lord Brassey's third daughter". To clarify the position further,one 


should mention: 


Freeman Freeman Thomas ,mentioned in the news item ,became lst Earl 
Willingdon,Viceroy of India (1931-1936) - then lst Marquess of Willingdon 
with corresponding position and titles going to his wife,the youngest 


daughter of Lord Brassey (of Normanhurst,Catsfield) 


Lord Richard Nevill (also a member of Lord Brassey's group to Victoria) 
was the youngest son of the Marquess of Abergavenny whose 3rd daughter 
married the Hon.Thomas Allnutt Brassey later Viscount Hythe who 
succeeded his father as 2nd Earl Brassey in 1918 but who himself died 


the following year - being killed in a road accident in London. The 
grandfather (the famous railway builder) and the two Earls are buried 


in the cemetery of the Church of St.Laurence at Catsfield. 


Lord Settrington who had married in 1893 Hilda Madeleine Brassey,niece 
of Lord Brasey,succeeded as the 8th Duke of Richmond and 3rd Duke of 
Gordon one death of his father (the 7th duke) in 1928. Lady Violet 
Mary Gordon Lennox,sister of the 8th Duke of Richmond,married the 
Duchess' brother Sir Henry Brassey (cr.1938 lst Baron Brassey of 


Apethorpe. 


BEXHItLtL & Te 3 RD DUKE OF DORSET 


Mention has already been made that the Sackvilles were involved in both 
promoting and participating in the game of cricket - having their own 
ground "The Vine Cricket Ground" within their Knole estate. The 3rd Duke 
of Dorset, born 1745 - died 1799) succeeded tc the Dukedom in 1769 eee 
had been granted to Lionel Sackville 7th Earl of Dorset,Baron Buckhurst, 


in recognition for acting as emissary to Hanover announcing the 


Elector's Succession on.the death cf Queen Anne in 1714. 
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The 3rd Duke of Dorset was one of the great cricketers of his day -— 
5'9" tall;he generally fielded close-in in the slips - he was a most 
aggressive batsman. A poem was written about his prowess in 1773 when 
playing for Kent which he did for a period of some 10 years.He was 
involved in revising the Laws of Cricket in 1774 to include lbw ruling. 
His portrait is displayed in the M.C.C. Museum at Lords. 


In Bexhill,we find a Dorset Road - a continuation of Magdalen Road which | 
runs up to junction with De La Warr Road leading to Glyne Gap. An early | 
1890s Map of Bexhill shows that before the residences bordered by | 
Magdalen,Manor ahd Dorset Roads were built - the area was known as 

Lord Cantelupe's Cricket Field. Here, in the area below the onetime old 
Bexhill Manor, the Australian Cricket Touring Side played in 1896 against 
“the by then 8th Earl De La Warr's XI. What may not be realised is the 
famous Ranji played there for a representative Sussex XI against an 

Earl De La Warr's selected XI in that same year - this was the year 
following his debut for Sussex ( and prior to his succession to the 
"gaddi" and title of Maharajah Jam Saheb of Nawangar in 1907). On this 

1896 appearance for Sussex at Bexhill,Ranji scored 49 runs on an almost 


unplayable pitch against Lockwood's fast bowling out of a total of 71. 


One might mention that Ranji scored a total of 18,594 runs in 294 


innings for the County. He captained the Sussex County team from 1899 
to 1903. Earlier this year, a Pedestrian Shopping Precinct was opened 


by Her Majesty the Queen on the one-time famous Hastings "Sussex 


County Cricket Ground" of Priory Meadow_and this might be a last and 
possibly meaningful opportunity, that here in 1902,Sussex achieved their 
record score of 705 runs for 8 wickets against Surrey - Ranji's 
contribution was 234 runs - an "UnknownCricketer" holds pride of place 
in the open pedestrian "courtyard' - a tribute to Many famous 
cricketers who played on the old one-time ground - among them Ranji, 
Duleepsinghi and the Nawab of Pataudi. Extraordinary that the first 

and last mentioned should lose sight in one eye through accidents and 


yet continue to Play effectively. The early retirement and death of 


Duleep was indeed a sad loss to the game. 


Sussex appeared to have a strange attraction to the particularly gifted 
Indian cricketer. Why was this,one might ask? : 


ali 


Was it the milder climate of southern England in summer-similar to their 
more acceptable cooler winters which appealed ? Was it the proximity 

to London and the events of the English social calendar that decided? 

Or was it that here in southern counties,they found a "Raj" involvement 
of sponsorship which they understood and found similar to their own? 

Or was it the freedom from the excessive ritual which "bound" them 
consequent to the elevated position they "enjoyed" in their princely 


states? Or was it a combination,as most likely, of all these? 


Edward Docker in his "History of Indian Cricket" tells us "Indians 
played cricket because the British played cricket. In the open spaces 
surrounding the cantonments little boys imitated the actions of soldiers 
at play 2... Cricket in India received a far more royal welcome than 
any other import. Indian princes took to the pitch and Indian cricket 
soon: made its presence felt.The princely patronage and participation 
lent the game glamour" - Shades of the Dukes of Richmond and Dorset ? 


Edward Docker throws light on the. interest and enthusiasm (perhaps 


not realised by Bexhillians) of the Maharajahs'of Cooch Behar in the 
noble game of cricket when he writes: "Before the First World War,the 


Bexhill at his seafront residence on the 18th september,1911) "had 


maintained at his expense no less than three teams - two based in 


Calcutta and a third in Darjeeling. With the help of two Sussex 


professionals Joe Vine and George Cox,the Cooch Behar XI more than held 


their own with the" prestigious"Calcutta Club at Eden Gardens ....Local 


Calcutta and Bengali cricket prospered tremendously as a result but in 
1911 the Maharajah died in England - one and then the other of the two 
sons who succeeded him died within the following 10 years and a very 
fruitful period of contact between European and Indian cricket 
temporarily came to an end". And so,mention is made here of Joe Vine 
and the service he gave to the princely State of Cooch Behar (a state 
entitled at the time to a 13 Gun Salute) as cricket coach. 


H.H. Colonel Sir Nripendra Narayan Bhup Bahadur GCIE.,CB. (1862-1911) 


not infrequent visitor on ceremonial occasions as Coronations etc. to 
England. In 1911 he was here with a comparatively small entourage (by 
Indian standards) to attend the Coronation Ceremony of King George V 
(see the Bexhill Chronicle Obituary issue dated 23rd September,1911) 


See 


On an earlier visit (presumably for the Coronation of Edward VII),he had 
leased Moor Hall at Ninfield - an imposing but by comparison to his 
Gooch Peuar Palace quite small. It was/is a property with stables and 
tennis,and attractive grounds with a view from terrace over its pond 

and Sussex countryside with outlook towards the sea. It was apparently 
on his physician's recommendation that on his last visit he leased a 
seafront property in Bexhill. People of today have 'fanciful' ideas as 
to the size of his entourage on such visits to England - in no way were 
they comparable to the staff of “ the household ‘at home’ in India. 
Gayatri Devi,his grand-daughter - when over in England in her young days 


was surprised at the smallness of Buckingham Palace. 


She tells us that~ Cooch Behar Palace had a staff of somewhere between 
400 and 500 - 20 gardeners - 20 stables - garages for 12 cars - 5 or 6 
ADCs - a professional tennis coach and an English governess. 

During the Presidency of Lord Willingdon of the Sussex County Cricket 


Club an Indian Touring side came over in celebration of King George V's 


Coronation - they played Sussex at the Hove,Eaton Road Ground in the 


August (22nd & 23rd) - the Maharajah of Baroda played for the touring 
side - Joe Vine (of Willingdon) took a total of 8 wickets for 66 runs - 


Sussexwon by 10 runs. The reason for this mention is that Princess _ 


Indira,daughter of the Maharajah Gaekwar of Baroda,attended Queenwood 


School in Eastbourne for a time with the daughters of Maharajah Nripendra 
Narayan of Cooch Behar (died Bexhill Sept.1911). The building still 
stands today in its dominating position in Darnley Road overlooking: 


the town but is now part of the University of Brighton. 


Princess Indira Shelevar of Baroda to H.H. Prince Jitendra Narayan of 
Cooch Behar in 1913 who in no more than a few weeksVas the setond son 
of Maharajah Nripendra, succeeded as Maharajah on death of his eldest 


brother in the September of that year. Both Indira and Jitendra 


revisited BexhilI in 1913 to commemorate the death of Nripendra two 


years earlier. 


H.H. Maharajah Jitendra - remembered by his daughter, then H.H. Princess 
Gayatri Devi, as a competent cricketer- holidayed in Sussex in 1922. 
However,taken i11 on this visit, he died at his flat in Hans Place, 


London on the 20th December,1922 - his birthday - at the early age of 
36 years. 


13 


Let us complete the Cooch Behar picture of Sussex connections following 


the death of H.H. Maharajah Jitendra Narayan in London in 1922. 


On his death,his eldest son Jaggadipendra (familiarly called Bhaiya) 


Viceroy's approval acting as Regent until he reached his majority. 


In due time,he attended St,Cyprian's School in Eastbourne (apparently 


on the recommendation of the Viceroy) then went on to Harrow and then up 


to Cambridge (Trinity Hall). 


Maharani Indira, 
omnia ee ces 


Princess Ila - born Calcutta 1914 - was educated at Ravenscroft School 
Eastbourne. 


The second son of Maharajah Jitendra and Maharani Indira, Prince 

Indrajitendra - born Poona 1918 - was sometime educated at Gibbs School 
in London . His son in due time succeeded to the title of Maharajah of 
Cooch Behar in view of the fact that his uncle Maharajah Jaggadipendra 


died without issue. 


H.H. Dowager (Gayatri Devi) Maharani of Jaipur otherwise known as H.H. 
Rajmata of Jaipur was the 2nd daughter of Maharajah Jitendra and 


“Maharani Indira. She was born in London on .the 23rd May,1919. 

Educated 1928 Glendower Day School in London - living with mother 

the Dowager Maharani Indira at their house in South Audley Street at the 
time. Then went in 1930 to Les Noisetieres Boarding School near Leysin 


Mes 
in Switzerland and then "Finishing Schools in London and Lausanne. 


Princess Gayatri Devi of Cooch Behar married in 1940 H.H.Maharajah 


ife No.3. - they had one son Jagat born 


1949. Wives No.1. and 2 were princesses of the neighbouring state of 
Jodphur. Maharani Gayatri Devi was renowned as a social and political 
figure - elected Member of Parliament with an unprecedented majority. 
She was renowned for receiving and entertaining as personal friends 
visiting Heads of State ,Royalty and Presidents. 


H.H. Rajmata Gayatri Devi,at the age of 78,is the last living "link" 


today with those c . ‘1. 
D.A.Searson. 


31st August,1997. 
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